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SUB J : WEST BANK REACTION TO CARTER'S CLINTON STATEMENTS 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . SUMMARY: CARTER'S CALL FOR A PALESTINIAN HOMELAND WIDELY 
COVERED BY LOCAL MEDIA. PLO SATISFACTION AND ISRAELI 
UNEASE HIGHLIGHTED. INITIAL EDITORIAL REACTION STRONGLY 
POSITIVE. END SUMMARY. 

2. EXTENSIVE COVERAGE BY JORDAN TV GAVE WEST BANK 
PALESTINIANS AN OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR FOR THEMSELVES 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S STATEMNTS IN CLINTON. MARCH 16 
WHICH INCLUDED HIS CALL FOR A HOMELAND 

FOR THE PALESTINIANS. 

3. AL QUDS (MODERATE), MARCH 18. BANNERS THE STORY: "CARTER 
CALLS FOR HOMELAND FOR THE PALESTINAISN, WARNS OF A MIDDLE 
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EAST WAR WHICH WOULD INVOLVE THE WORLD AND A RENEWED OIL EM- 
BARGO. PLO WELCOMES WASHINGTON'S NEW STAND. ISRAELI UNEASE." 
ITS STORY FROM WIRE REPORTS PICK UP CARTER'S STRESS ON NEED 
FOR ARAB STATES TO RECOGNIZE ISRAEL. 

4. IN ITS EDITORIALS, AL QUDS WELCOMES CARTER’S STATEMENTS AS 
A HISTORIC FIRST. "ONCE AGAIN, CARTER HAS PROVED HE IS 
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READY TO DISCUSS THE CENTRAL PROBLEM OF THE CONFLICT AND 
TAKE A CLEAR STAND... WE SENSE CARTER IS SINCERE IN HIS SEACRH 
FOR PEACE." EDITORIAL ALSO NTOES.WITHOUT CRITICISM. THE 
PRESIDENT'S STRONG SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL AND, WITH A SLIGHT DIS- 
APPOINTMENT, HIS USE OF PALESTINIAN "REFUGEES" 

NOT "PEOPLE" (SHA'AB). 

5. AL FARJ (PRO-PLO) MARCH 18, DOES NOT FOCUS ON CARTER'S 
STATMENTS DIRECTLY, RATHR ON FAVORABLE REACTION IN 
PALESTINIAN CIRCLES INCLUDING ARAFAT'S ON BEHALF OF THE 
PALESTINIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL. OUT OF STEP, ITS EDITORIAL FOR 
THE DAY IS ENTITILED: " THE AMERICAN ENEMY, THE SOVIET 

FRIEND" AND ARGUES THAT "FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE ARAB-ISRAELI 
CONFLICT UNTIL TODAY THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN AMERICA'S 
HOSTILE POLICY.. .AND THAT BECUASE OF THE NATURE OF AMERICAJS 
CAPITALIST SYSTEM." 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

6. COMMENT: CODE WORDS. AMONG PALESTINIANS ON THE WEST BANK, 
THE TERM "REFUGEE" BRINGS TO MIND RESOLUTION 242 WHICH, THE 
PALESTINAINS ARGUE, REDUCES THEIR CAUSE FROM THE POLITICAL TO 
THE HUMANITARIAN PLANE. HENCE, EVEN SYMPATHETIC REFERENCE TO 
THE PLIGHT OF PALESTINIAN REFUGEES DOES NOT ELICIT A 
POSITIVE REACTION. SHOULD WE NEED A MINI ENCOURAGEMENT 

FOR PALESTINIANS IN THE FUTURE, WE MIGHT SUBSTITUTE 
THE TERM "PEOPLE" (OR SIMPL Y "PALESTINAINS") FOR "REFUGEES" 
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WITHOUT, WE BELIEVE, ANY INCRDEASED ANTAGONISM OF 
ISRAELI SENSITIVITIES. A GLOSS ON RESOLUTION 242 TO THIS 
EFFECT MIGHT HELP MAKE IT ACCEPTABLE TO THE PALESTINIANS 
AND SIMPLIFY THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE PEACE PROCESS. 

NEWLIN 
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